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told the G.O.C. nth Division that a number of wagons and
a Turkish battery could be seen retiring to the eastward as
early as 10 a.m. We thought on the afternoon of the yth that
the cessation of the enemy's fire might be due to kck of ammu-
nition, but it seemed to me much more probable that the guns
had been withdrawn to avoid being captured by the com-
paratively large army that had landed, and which, in the absence
of any serious opposition, might be expected to advance. From
the nature of the rifle fire, and the absence of machine-gun fire,
it was obvious that our troops were meeting with very little
opposition, and though much regrettable delay had occurred,
there seemed to be no reason, on the evening of the yth, why
the operation should not yet* proceed successfully. It seemed
incredible to us, who had watched the fighting in April and May,
that over 25,000 men could be held up by such trifling opposition.

It never occurred to me that evening that we would shortly
be faced with the problem of supplying water to an army corps
and an enormous number of animals on the threshold of a well-
watered country, lightly held by the enemy.

Naval support had been given throughout the day by the
Foxhound on the left flank, the Theseus and Graf ton off Nibrunesi
Point, and the Talbot in Suvk Bay, under the direction of the
Brigadier-General Royal Artillery of the gth Corps, who was
embarked in the latter.

When night fell the left flank of the 9th Corps was entrenched
astride the Kiretch Tepe Ridge, about three miles from Suvk
Point; the right flank was on the beach between Anzac and
Nibrunesi Point, whilst four battalions occupied the Chocokte
and Green Hills, from which the Turks had retired to the " W "
Hills after offering a slight resistance to this vastly superior
force. The artillery was stationed on LaTa Baba.

After a very peaceful night it was apparent, when dawn broke
on the 8th, that the troops were not, as had been confidently
expected, occupying the Anafarta Valley and the ridges, so
necessary for the command of the valley and the security of the
Bay- The 9th Corps was, in feet, entrenched in the scrubby
locality near the shore, and on the apparently waterless high
ground to the northward, and, as far as we could see, there was
no sign of an advance. It then became evident to us for the
first time that about 25,000 men and numbers of animals would